
SOTTIMANO 
Neive  

 
he Sottimano estate recon-
firms my enthusiasm 
regarding Barbaresco, an 

appellation technically underdevel-
oped largely due to the presence of 
an excellent cooperative to which a 
good many vignerons have 
conveyed their grapes for 
generations, and continue doing so 
today.  In the last few years, 
however, some small growers with 
excellent vineyards, inspired by the 
brilliant results in neighboring 
Barolo, have powerfully 
concentrated on quality. 
 In case of Sottimano, we are now 
happily enjoying the privilege of the 
first lovely results. The Sottimano 
estate has vineyard plots in four 
crus of the Neive township, none of 
which reaches one hectare in 
surface area, for a total of fewer 
than eight acres in D.O.C.G. 
Barbaresco. 
 Starting with the 1995 vintage, 
three of the four were separately 
vinified and bottled respecting their 
cru identity.  With the 1997 vintage 
the fourth was released on the 
market.  
 Sottimano has been making clean 
and well structured Barbaresco for 
several years, aided by their 
excellent vineyards and 25-40 year 
old vines.  Very recently, however, 
S o ttim ano’s w ines have acquired a 
depth previously lacking, in their 
elegant betrayal of a lighter, 
happier touch.  Lower yields –  yes 
indeed! –  are one reason for this, 
but also the increased winemaking 
awareness that comes from sharing 
ideas with other fine winemakers. 

 A s a consequence, S ottim ano’s 
Barbareschi are complete and 
complex, with a rigor that is their 
alone, and among the very few 
displaying the true breeding of this 
great appellation. 
 
  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Piedmont 
  
 
B arb aresco C ottà “V . B rich et” 

Zone: Neive 
Cru: Cottà 
Varietal: Nebbiolo 
Vineyard Ext.: 3 hectares 
Average Prod.: 4,000 bottles 

 

B arb aresco C u rrà “V . M asu è” 
Zone: Neive 
Cru: Currà 
Varietal: Nebbiolo 
Vineyard Ext.: 1.5 hectares 
Average Prod.: 5,500 bottles 

 

B arb aresco F au son i “V . S alto” 
 

B arb aresco P ajoré “V . L u n etta” 
Zone: Treiso 
Cru: Pajoré 
Varietal: Nebbiolo 
Vineyard Ext.: 0.7 hectares 
Average Prod.: 2,500 bottles 

 

B arb era d ’A lb a “P airolero” 
 

D olcetto d ’A lb a “B ric d el S alto” 
 

D olcetto d ’A lb a “C ottà” 
 

D olcetto d ’A lb a “V ign a C asot” 
 
Total acreage: 27 acres 
Soils: chalk or chalk-clay  
Varieties: Nebbiolo, Dolcetto,  
     Barbera, Brachetto 
Average production: 2,600 cases.  
Viticultural highlights: greening be- 
     tween rows, green harvesting 
Vinificatory highlights: 6-7 days 
     primary fermentation Dolcetti 
     stay in tank, the rest undergo 
     malo and maturation of up to 
     22 months in barriques of  
     different ages.           
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