LANE TANNER

Santa Barbara
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working in a chemistry lab?

One day, while this Lake
County native was filling in on the
bottling line at her neighborhood
winery (Konocti) and running some
routine lab work, in walked the
wineryos consul
Andre Tschelitcheff. Lane Tanner
found herself hastily introduced as
fithe new enologistd .As the Romans
sai d: i n 0 mé the name
is a sign). Tanner had never heard
of an enologist before. But after an
after-noon spent impressing
Tschelitcheff, she was officially hired
by Knocti and began trying to live
up to her new name.

Wit h Tschedm
mendation, Tanner headed south,
working at Firestone, at Zaca Mesa,
and then participating in the start-up
of the Byron Winery in Santa Maria.
A local wine distributor offered to
support a
on the condition that this name
appear on the label. Thus, in 1984,
was born Lane Tanner wines.

From the beginning, this self-
styled Luddite has dedicated herself
to the vinification of single vineyard

A large lot of Lane wine is
one of three or five hundred cases.
Both her small narrowly focussed
production and her large expansive
personality play roles in securing for

t har Rdme of ttHe efinest @r@te il d Rl

Sant a Bar bar a
Vineyard, 0o to t
the property of Barbara Banke,
SptesidentO dP € 4mBria Winery and
wife of Jess Jackson, a contract
Lane says she I
ultimate female power lunch. . You
know, have lunch, talk some
business, and then go shopping for
dresses. 0

tchedd &t rl ook
expansion of Lane Tanner wines.
When there is a new release, Lane
wi || write fAitos
homes throughout
the truth is, Ohio and Kentucky are

wit and whimsy of a Lane Tanner back
label, but we have included a few of
Lanebs own trenchant
list of her offerings below:

Pinot Noir Santa Maria
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vineyard identity, but the wine is simply
more serviceablé in its youth, anyway
than its vineyarelesignated counterpart.
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wine is my top of the line Pinot. It is

round, ripe, soft and voluptuodgiand]

shows the darker, more sexual side of
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select markets with distribution. big and Iight at the
Practices  like  manual
punch-down and gravity-fed bottling ~Syrah San Luis Obispo
by the barrel donothFremegh (Créms ¥i R
This syrah unabashed|

to mass application, unless of course
you want to manage an army of

Pinot Noirs with wine-making cellar rats. But Lane insists she
techniques utterly free of absolutely |l oves
technological gimmickry. 7 N org hthat goes with her style of

satisfies like succeeding with Pinot

Noir, o she says.
responsive, delicate, fickle, fragile
grape to work with 7 and
hooked on it.o

low sulfur and frequent punch-
downs early in the fermentation
(while alcohol levels are low) con-
duce to zingy freshness and fruit.
Tanner handles Syrah - added to her
line up in 1996 T in the same way.

winemaking. She is dedicated to
mafidg ta mddet liviind £hd rhalEing t
only as much wine as she can lavish
lwBhMonstant affection and sell at
feddodable pritd fota elRTMdrond ,
The group? - those who appreciate
and respect the individuality,
independence and personal flair that
characterize each wine, not to
mention Lane Tanner herself!

Pinot Noirs, but still a little uncivii z e d 0 .
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